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What I’ll talk about today

• Europeana - who, why and how?

• Data acquisition → enrichment → publication

• Europeana Collections

• Looking ahead

• Q&A
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A non-profit foundation based in The Hague, Netherlands

&

A community of 1700+ digital heritage and tech experts

Our shared mission:

Expand and improve access to Europe's digital cultural heritage
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An open data platform with many services.

We publish more than 50 million data from over 3,500 

museums, galleries, libraries, and archives across Europe.

 Europeana APIs

Europeana Collections 
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http://labs.europeana.eu/api
http://www.europeana.eu/portal/
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Europeana Strategy 2015-2020 Update
Europeana| CC BY-SA
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http://strategy2020.europeana.eu/update/


Cultural Heritage Institutions
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Scale with Partners

Europeana
CC BY-SA



Engage people
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Europeana - Powered by People 

http://pro.europeana.eu/our-network/about-our-network 

Europeana
CC BY-SA

http://pro.europeana.eu/our-network/about-our-network
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https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/916118/S_TEK_photo_TEKA0105280.html
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/916118/S_TEK_photo_TEKA0105280.html
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/916118/S_TEK_photo_TEKA0105280.html
http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/


Our network of data partners 
● Europeana data providers:

Cultural heritage institutions 
providing content and metadata to 
Europeana

● National and domain aggregators: 
Gathering metadata for institutions 
for countries and on specific 
domains (e.g. music, archaeology), 
making it available for Europeana
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Our data landscape

● Europeana collects metadata under a CC0 licence and
links to digital objects as part of the metadata

● Aggregated metadata is described in the
Europeana Data Model (EDM)

• Data providers can directly map their original data to EDM
• Aggregators often have intermediary domain profiles

● Data is enriched with open, multilingual and technically 
available metadata
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http://pro.europeana.eu/edm-documentation


• Europeana aggregates and 
enriches metadata using 
EDM

• EDM underlies Europeana’s 
portal and data publication 
services 

• API

• Linked Open Data at 
data.europeana.eu
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Data processing
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Data

Turning this... Into this... 

Clavecin, Bartolomeo Cristofori 
Cite de la Musique, 
MIMO - Musical Instruments Museums Online|CC BY-NC-SA

Europeana Data Model example
Europeana| CC BY-SA
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http://www.europeana.eu/portal/record/09102/_CM_0161930.html
http://pro.europeana.eu/blogpost/the-europeana-data-model-a-living-model-5-years-on#sthash.9HetKLZU.dpuf


 

Metadata & content quality are crucial 

Europeana
CC BY-SA



Title here
CC BY-SA

Title here
CC BY-SA

Europeana IPR

Creating best practice licensing standards 
for sharing cultural heritage online

• Europeana Licensing Framework - what 
data partners can share and what 
audiences can access 

• Advocacy Framework - giving cultural 
heritage institutions a voice at a 
European level

• EU Copyright Reform - helping to make 
more shared heritage available online

• Rightsstatements.org - international 
interoperable rights statements between 
EU, US, India, NZ, Australia, Brazil

CC0 public domain dedication logo
Creative Commons | Public Domain
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Title here
CC BY-SA

Title here
CC BY-SA

Europeana
CC BY-SA

http://www.europeana.eu


Europeana Collections: goals

Moses with the tablets of Law and History (detail) 
Rijksmuseum. Public Domain.

● Inspire users to discover content 

● Promote open content 

● Stimulate use & re-use

● Encourage partner engagement 

on our platform and elsewhere
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http://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/90402/RP_P_1904_3529.html
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Exhibitions
● Create and share engaging narratives

● Showcase collections in a visually appealing format

● Multi-institutional, pan-European and multilingual

 http://www.europeana.eu/portal/exhibitions

● Flexible platform: embed video, animation, audio, Pinterest...
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http://www.europeana.eu/portal/exhibitions
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https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/exhibitions/foyer
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https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/exhibitions/industrial-photography-in-the-machine-age
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https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/exhibitions/towards-abstraction/landscape-and-folk-culture


A broad scope
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https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/exhibitions/the-colossus-of-leonardo-da-vinci


Art Nouveau season partners
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Art Nouveau season

Sunflower, 1896. Eugene Grasset and C.A. Bourgeot

Schola Graphidis Art Collection. Hungarian University of Fine Arts. CC BY-SA

● Art Nouveau - A Universal Style

● 10 partner blogs

● DailyArt: 4 guest blogs, 4 app 
images

● 20+ Pinterest boards

● Colouring book

● #ArtNouveauSeason 
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http://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/2048092/Athena_Plus_ProvidedCHO_Schola_Graphidis_Art_Collection__Hungarian_University_of_Fine_Arts___High_School_of_Visual_Arts__Budapest_E_310_II_018_pl_15.html
http://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/record/2048092/Athena_Plus_ProvidedCHO_Schola_Graphidis_Art_Collection__Hungarian_University_of_Fine_Arts___High_School_of_Visual_Arts__Budapest_E_310_II_018_pl_15.html
http://www.europeana.eu/portal/en/exhibitions/art-nouveau-a-universal-style
http://blog.europeana.eu/tag/art-nouveau/
http://www.dailyartdaily.com/author/europeana/
http://www.dailyartdaily.com/author/europeana/
http://www.dailyartdaily.com/author/europeana/
https://nl.pinterest.com/europeana/
http://blog.europeana.eu/2017/02/colorourcollections-with-an-art-nouveau-colouring-book/
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ArtNouveauSeason?src=hash
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Wikipedia/Wikidata
Art History Challenge (2016)
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https://vimeo.com/172726398


Social media
● 100K+ Facebook followers

● 29.5K  Twitter followers

● 50K+ newsletter subscribers

● 11K+ Pinterest followers

● GIPHY

● Wikimedia
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https://twitter.com/Europeanaeu
https://www.facebook.com/Europeana
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2018 - European Year of
Cultural Heritage
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Europeana Migration
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Europeana Newspapers
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Byzantine Art & Archaeology
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Europeana Professional

  

Europeana Pro homepage
Europeana| CC BY-SA

Europeana
CC BY-SA
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Thank you

E: douglas.mccarthy@europeana.eu

@CultureDoug

douglaskmccarthy

linkedin.com/in/douglaskmccarthy

Cy + Relics, Rome, 1952
Robert Rauschenberg

Robert Rauschenberg Foundation
Public Domain

CC BY-SAEuropeana
CC BY-SA

mailto:douglas.mccarthy@europeana.eu
https://www.linkedin.com/in/douglaskmccarthy

