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Stockholm University

● One of the largest universities in Sweden

● Science, Humanities and Social Sciences

● 34,000 students, 1,600 doctoral students 

● 5,000 staff

● 56 departments, and several centers and institutes within science



Disposition

1. Open access articles at Stockholm University
2. Cost of open access articles at SU 2017
3. How we use the results
4. Work process
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Total cost of open access articles (APCs) 
at Stockholm University 2017

€ 875 485
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Cost of open access articles, top 20 publishers SU 2017

63% of payments go to the 
three largest publishers
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Cost of licensing and open access publishing, top 20 publishers SU 2017

64% of payments go to the 
three largest publishers



Licensing costs
68%

OA publishing 
costs 

(incl ev. 
memberships)

32%

Cost of licensing and open access publishing, SU 2017 ≈ € 2,8 million 



How we use the results

● Report to faculty, raise awareness of open access 
and license costs at the university

● Information for funders and other stakeholders
● Future strategies, support to researchers
● Contribute to Open APC Sweden



OA deals for 2018

● Pure gold OA publishers
– PLOS, Copernicus, Frontiers, MDPI

● National consortia agreements (Bibsam)
– Springer och IOP (2017)
– Taylor & Francis, de Gruyter, RSC (2018)

● Still in negotiation
– Elsevier
– Wiley







Local accounting system (Raindance)

● Electronic invoice system; 
invoice portal

● All staff with access can view
all invoices for the entire 
University

● Monthly reports of all costs 
booked as APCs



To ease registration of APC invoices

● October 2016: New accounting codes implemented
– 57981 = APCs
– 57982 = additional costs (page and color charges etc.)

● Information for administrative staff – various channels
● Instruction manuals available at SU web page

May 2017: SUHF (Association of Swedish Higher Education Institutions) recommendation 
that HEIs use a special accounting code for APCs in local accounting systems





Monthly reports, accounting system
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Column Value Comment

invoice date 2017-02-26

Publisher Wiley

amount SEK XX XXX kr

amount original currency € X XXX

Currency EUR

accounting code 57981

invoice no 4312011348

funding Swedish Research Council

project no 1459606

inst code 431 first three digits of invoice no = SU institution

SU institution Department of Biochemistry and Biophysics (DBB)

faculty Science first digit of invoice no = faculty (4=Science)



Monthly reports accounting system



Manually added data



Challenges

● APC payments with credit card
– compensated with salary, institutional administrator only access

● APCs and additional costs not correctly booked

● Other costs booked as APCs

Solutions?
– Communicate and better inform all staff
– Access for controller to payroll system



Challenges continued

● Invoices = scanned PDFs
– Manually check every single one
– Accounting systems needs to be improved

● APC invoices with poor data
– DOIs needed (and more)
– Encourage publishers to include more data 



Work process - summary

● Cooperation: controller – licensing librarian
● No. 1 source of information: local accounting system
● Supplementary: publishers’ data, bibliometric reports
● Q1: compilation of data, reporting



Thank you! Questions?
Liisa Hänninen, liisa.hanninen@su.se
Lisa Lovén, lisa.loven@su.se
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